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Below: SJSU fans boo after a false start CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
penalty gives Boise State a second chance at a field goal after kicker
Kyle Brotzman missed his first attempt.

Above: Boise State running back Doug Martin WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
races past SJSU linebacker Justin Cole after catching a pass during the
Broncos’ 33-16 win over the Spartans on Friday.
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In front of a national audience and
a crowd of 26,258, the SJSU football
team lost control of the Western Athletic Conference to top 25-ranked Boise State on Friday night.
The seventh largest football crowd
in Spartan Stadium’s 75-year history
witnessed a scintillating performance
by both defenses, but the Broncos’ offense could not be contained in a 3316 victory over the Spartans.
“They’re a real good offense,” senior
defensive tackle Jarron Gilbert said.
“They do a lot of shifts and motions
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Filipino groups
march to honor
and make case
for WWII vets
MARCOS BLANCO
Staff Writer

SJSU’s Magic
Carpet Theatre:
Take a ride

Members of the Akbayan Pilipino
Club and other Filipino-American
students at SJSU marched from the
Student Union Amphitheater to the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
with candles and signs in hand to
honor Filipino veterans of World
War II as part of the Paint the Nation Brown Candlelight Vigil held on
Thursday night.
The march was preceded in the
amphitheater with opening words by
Asian-American studies professor Estella Habal.
“It really is important to do this every year,” she said. “The veterans of today deserve that respect and equality.”
The two Filipino veterans who
were being honored, Andy Ragsac and
Claude Estolano, each spoke to the
crowd of students about their experiences during World War II, the punishment inflicted upon them by the
Japanese army during Bataan Death
March in 1942 and the anger at the
Senate for turning down the Filipino
Veterans Equity Bill of 2007, which
would have given surviving veterans
in the U.S. a lump sum of $15,000 and
$9,000 to veterans in the Philippines.
“We should have the same rights
and privileges as other veterans,” Ragsac said. “Sixty-three years that we
have been fighting for our rights. It is
an insult to our sacrifices. They should
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that are executed well. They are a hard
offense to go against. If you’re not disciplined, they’ll take advantage of you.
All credit goes to them. They played
better than us today.”
The Broncos (7-0, 3-0 WAC) got on
the board first on a 5-yard touchdown
from freshman quarterback Kellen
Moore to sophomore receiver Austin
Pettis, capitalizing on a blocked punt
that was recovered at the Spartans’ 14yard line. After a failed two-point conversion attempt, the Spartans (5-3, 3-1
WAC) were down 6-0.
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Walking against breast cancer
ALLIE FIGURES
Staff Writer

In honor of his 21-year-old friend
who recently died from breast cancer,
Nick Easter sacrificed sleeping in and
joined members of the Beta Theta Pi
fraternity to participate in the third
annual Beta Breast Cancer Awareness
walk Saturday morning.
“I feel like this is the best way to
pay my respects,” said Easter, a junior
African-American studies major.
Joining the efforts of the American Cancer Society’s Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer walk, the Beta
Theta Pi fraternity led 40 students
from the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library down Santa Clara Street to
HP Pavilion.

“We wanted to start on our own
and join up with the official walk of the
American Cancer Society,” said Chris
Lake, president of Beta Theta Pi.
The senior business management
major greeted students with free Tshirts provided by Associated Students and three-foot-tall pink ribbon
picket signs.
“The best part is seeing everyone
walking down the street with the
signs and cars honking in support of
our cause,” Lake said. Adorned in hot
pink and white, the crowd of students
made a striking visual as they walked
down the street.
The fraternity’s vice president Viktor Beall helped Lake lead the group
with a megaphone, shouting breast

cancer statistics to passers-by. He said
he wanted to emphasize the importance of early detection.
“Forty-thousand women will die
from breast cancer each year,” Beall
shouted.
Adrianne Schaffer, a new member of Alpha Phi, said she first got
checked for breast cancer when she
was 12 years old.
“It was extremely awkward,” said
the sophomore sociology major. “I
think it is very important to get routine checks, but I kind of felt like I was
being groped.”
Statistics from the American Cancer Society stated that one in eight
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Beta Theta Pi members and other participants walked down Almaden
CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / Spartan Daily
Boulevard during the third annual Beta Breast Cancer Awareness walk Saturday morning.
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Grease fire causes evacuation SPARTA
SPARTAGUID
GUIDE
of Campus Village Building C 27
School of Art &
Design Galleries

TODAY

ALLIE FIGURES
Staff Writer

Residents of Campus Village
Building C were evacuated Sunday at noon due to a grease fire
on the third floor.
Firefighter Chris Sumner said
a small fire was started by a student burning bacon and caused
a hallway to fill with smoke.
“We are pumping fresh air
into the hallway to force the

smoke out of the open windows,” said fire paramedic Vincent Dupree.
“The whole process shouldn’t
take more than 10 minutes.”
Students were evacuated for
less than 15 minutes and allowed
to go back into the building, except for the third floor where
fire fighters were working.
Sydney Reed, an undeclared
freshman, said she was glad the

wait was brief.
Evacuated students waited in
the Campus Village courtyard
and on the lawns surrounding
the building.
“I don’t think (the resident
advisers) handled it well,” said
resident Karina Chavez, a freshman sociology major.
“They are supposed to have
everyone meet down by the
ATMs.”

VETS

Students march for recognition of vets,
holding signs reading ‘Dump the lump sum,’
‘Paint the nation brown’ and ‘Full equity now’
change the name of the bill to a
funeral expense.”
Ragsac encouraged students
to get involved in the effort to
get the bill passed and to get
into politics.
“You think about it and I
hope this will motivate you. We
will salute you,” he said.
“That equity bill that they
turned down … that is an insult.
It’s a shame.”
After the veterans spoke, the
march began. Along the way,
some students in the march held
lit candles while a few held signs
that read “Dump the lump sum,”
“Full equity now,” “Recognition”
and “Paint the nation brown.”
The students also yelled out
chants from their event booklets
such as “The people united will
never be defeated!”
The march ended in front of
the King Library at about 7:20
p.m., and was followed by other
activities. The club’s choir sang
“Lupang Hinirang,” the national
anthem of the Philippines, and
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” It
was then followed by a perfor-

mance from the Mabuhay Cultural Club from Independence
High School.
Noemi Teppang, a senior social science major, said the veterans should get the recognition
they deserve.
“This is what our veterans
went through during World War
II,” she said. “They’re not asking
for much. Just recognition.”
Teppang said students should
never forget about what happened to the veterans.
“They’ve been marching for
us for over 60 years, so continue
to march for them. Don’t think
you’re just a student with information being thrown at (you),”
she said.
Ryan Macaspac, a senior
business management information systems major, said he was
upset about the veterans not being given their equality.
“I didn’t know about this
until today,” he said. “It’s very
new to me. They’re the ones
who made it possible for us to
be here. To not be given their
equality … it upsets me. It’s my

fault for not educating myself.”
Macaspac said there should
be something on campus to
show what the Filipino veterans have done for the Filipino
community.
“Maybe a mural or have their
names engraved somewhere to
show what they’ve done,” he said.
John Paul Limpin, a senior
television, radio, film and theatre
major, said this year’s program
brought up different aspects
about the veterans to light.
“It was more intimate and I
felt the reaction of the crowd,”
he said. “A big difference was
more people passing by and asking questions.”
Limpin said it was inspiring to hear the veterans’ speech
about recognition.
“They still got the vitality
to fight for what’s right, for the
people who fought alongside
them,” he said. “It is a disgrace
treating veterans who fought
and not getting anything for 60plus years. There is somebody
out there who can find the right
path to recognition.”

Campus Pregnancy
Support Team

LGBTQQI
Discussion Group

Staff Writer

Fifteen of the 23 California
State University campuses, along
with the CSU Chancellor’s Office in Long Beach, will have
eight megawatts of recycled solar power from a public-private
partnership with SunEdison,
CSU representatives announced
last week.
“SunEdison is leasing rooftops to the CSU in return for
the power they produce, which
they have to buy back,” said
Sarah Bronstein, director of
Community & Environmental
Affairs of Associated Students at
SJSU. “The CSU gets to use the
energy for free and the energy
is also sustainable and creates
jobs and pumps money into the
green economy, which our state
is longing for right now.”
Under the agreement, SunEdison will finance, build, operate and maintain the solar panels for 20 years, according to the
CSU Web site.
The power purchase agreement consists of three phases that
will raise the 20 percent of electricity that it already receives from
green sources to 25 percent.

“Phase one consists of 4.2
megawatts of power that is distributed to four CSU campuses
and four state buildings,” said
Erik Fallis, a media relations specialist for the CSU system. “Phase
two is the 15 CSU campuses
plus Chancellor’s offices, which
is eight megawatts capacity, and
phase three is seven megawatts
to all non-Cal State campuses,
hospitals and prisons.”
SJSU was not one of the
campuses chosen to be a part of
the initiative.
Fallis said he doesn’t know
why any particular CSU wasn’t
a part of the agreement but applauded the institution on its environmental efforts.
“SJSU deserves a lot of
credit on their transportation
management,” Fallis said. “It’s
a big impact overall on reducing the carbon footprint. A lot
of credit to them actively managing transportation and using
greener options.”
Fallis said that there were reasons why the other CSUs were
not chosen to be a part of the
three-phase initiative.
“Two-thirds of CSU campuses were involved in either

phase one or phase two,” Fallis
said. “A lot of the campuses have
already moved forward under
other agreements. Possibly, one
of the reasons we got a really
good agreement is because we
did work with other state entities
and the state of California and
merged efforts together.”
The SunEdison solar panels
will be installed on rooftops, atop
parking canopies and in groundmounted arrays to 15 CSUs, according to a news release from
the Chancellor’s Office.
“We will be getting green
power much less from SunEdison than if you were to get it off
the local grid,” Fallis said. “It will
be decreasing the strain on California’s electricity infrastructure.
We will be generating energy
where it’s being used.”
Julia Kamaroff, president of
the Environmental Club, said the
club wants SJSU to become more
environmentally friendly.
“We want to show the campus

Pride of the Pacific
Islands
Hula and Tahitian practice.
8 to 10 p.m. in the Event Center,
aerobics room.
Contact Kristen Tom at (650)
270-4507.
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Proposition 4
Forum
Hosted by Associated Students,
organizations on both sides of
Prop. 4 have been invited to
speak to students. Students are
encouraged to attend with questions and concerns.
12 to 1 p.m. in the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Library, room
225/229.
Contact Kathryn Linder at
klinder@as.sjsu.edu

TUESDAY

Student Showcase
Hour
12 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall.
Contact Professor Joan
Stubbe at 924-4649.

Free Lunch Every
Tuesday for San
Jose Students
The San Jose Institute of Religion,
sponsored by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, invites
students to lunch every Tuesday.
12 p.m. at 66 S. 7th Street,

EVENTS CALENDAR
adjacent to SJSU.
Contact Brother Bohn at sanjoseca@ldsces.org, 286-3313
or www.ldsces.org/sanjose.

Tuesday Night
Lecture Series —
“Don Reitz: Out of
the Ashes”
5 p.m. in Art Building, room 133
Contact Ace Antazo at
SJSU_Student_Galleries@
yahoo.com

Zen Meditation
Weekly meditation sessions and
talks on Buddhism.
4:30 p.m. in the Almaden room.
Contact Justin Joyce at 6778681 or sjsuzenbuddhism@
yahoo.com.

School of Art &
Design Gallery
Receptions
6 to 7:30 p.m., located at each
gallery in the Art Building and the
Industrial Studies Building.
Contact Ace Antazo at
SJSU_Student_Galleries@
yahoo.com

International Youth
Fellowship
Topic: “The Secret of Forgiveness
of Sins and Being Born Again.”
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Student
Union, Guadalupe room.
Contact Ricardo Godinez at
509-9549.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

US military attack fighters in Syria linked to al-Qaida
Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — U.S.
military helicopters launched
an extremely rare attack Sunday
on Syrian territory close to the
border with Iraq, killing eight
people in a strike the government in Damascus condemned

Recycled solar power coming to 15 CSU campuses
DANIELLE TORRALBA

Gallery shows running from Oct.
27 to 31: Gallery 2: Jessica Issler,
Gallery 3: Victor Malagon &
Margo Jones, Gallery 5: Xiaoqing
Jing, Gallery 8: Michael Risch,
Black Gallery: Wayne Madsen,
Herbert Sanders Gallery: Kirkman
Amyx & Andrew Hedges
Contact Ace Antazo at
SJSU_Student_Galleries@
yahoo.com

Services for women going
through a pregnancy.
10:30 to 12 p.m. in the Student
Union, Guadalupe room.
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Hugh Gillis
Hall, room 255.
Contact Chelsea Jackson at
828-4816.

A supportive, empowering, confidential environment for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,
questioning and intersex SJSU
students to share, discuss and explore their personal experiences.
12 to 1:30 p.m. in the LGBT
Resource Center, 1st floor of
building BB between CVC and the
Aquatic Center.
Contact Angela Krumm at
(408) 924-5910.
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LOCATIONS RECEIVING
SOLAR PANELS
CA Maritime Academy, CSU Bakersfield, CSU
Channel Islands, CSU Chico, CSU Fullerton,
Humboldt State University, CSU Los Angeles,
CSU Monterey Bay, CSU Pomona, CSU Sacramento, CSU San Bernardino (San Bernardino
and Palm Desert campuses), San Francisco
State University, CSU San Marcos, CSU Stanislaus and the CSU Chancellor’s Office

how they can change their actions to better our campus,” she
said. “And, we also want to help
give them the means to fulfill
these actions.”
Kamaroff said she thinks SJSU
is moving in the right direction,
even though SJSU was not part
the 15 sites that were selected as
part of the partnership.
“I think that the ball is already rolling, and this will not
hinder it,” she said. “There are
a lot of interested parties in this
movement towards a more sustainable campus.”

as “serious aggression.”
A U.S. military official said
the raid by special forces targeted the network of al-Qaidalinked foreign fighters moving
through Syria into Iraq.
The Americans have been
unable to shut the network
down in the area struck because

Syria was out of the military’s
reach.
“We are taking matters into
our own hands,” the official told
The Associated Press in Washington, speaking on condition
of anonymity because of the
political sensitivity of crossborder raids.
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‘A logical combination’: Retired historian
showcases art with a presidential theme
DANIELLE TORRALBA
Staff Writer

From George Washington to
George W., an art exhibit featuring images of all 43 presidents
opens in the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library today.
The exhibit, called “From
George Washington to George
W.: Presidents Getting Verse,”
was created by Joe Illick and is
on the second floor of the library,
which hosts Illick’s 30 woodcuts
in various colored inks of all 43
presidents of the United States.
“I didn’t start it with this
whole series in mind,” he said.
“I started with a wood cutting of
George Washington, then I did
Lincoln, then I thought why not
do all the presidents since I knew
a lot about them from a course in
American biography.”

CANCER

Illick is a professor emeritus
of history at San Francisco State
University. He began working on
his artwork in 2000.
“I am a retired historian who
has taught a course in American
biography, and now I am becoming an artist. It is a logical combination of what I was and what I
hope to be,” Illick said.
After completing his artwork
in 2005, his exhibit was put on
display at San Francisco State
University in the fall of 2007,
and again at UC Berkley in the
winter of 2007.
Candice McGee, a representative of King Library, said the
library is looking forward to
hosting this exhibit.
“Because there is so much focus on the presidential election
this year, I feel this is an excellent

exhibit to be shown in the library
at this time,” she said. “Professor
Illick’s work gives a lighter spin
on each president’s life. I think
everyone will enjoy the carvings
and the rhymes. The verse, as
Professor Illick states, is intended
to amuse, but also instruct.”
Amber Yasukawa-Ortiz, a junior art history major, said she
heard about the exhibit and is
looking forward to see it.
“This exhibit will be great for
students to check out. I heard it
is a great expression of politics
and history through art,” she said.
“History expressed through art
can help you get in touch with political entities. It allows you to look
at them on a more personal level
and helps express how you feel
about them in an artistic way.”
On Wednesday, Illick will

host a lecture in the library
called, “Why Use Art to Study
American Presidents?”
He will discuss the reasons
for choosing to use woodcuts to
continue to “teach” American
history after his retirement, said
Patricia Hill, chair of the history
department at SJSU.
“The election makes Dr. Illick’s work especially timely,” she
said. “The exhibition will provide historical context, which is
especially important when we
are choosing a leader.”
With the lecture being hosted
close to Halloween, Illick joked
about doing something special.
“Maybe I’ll even dress up as
a president; it’d have to be one
from California, so maybe Reagan. I can come in wearing a
cowboy hat.”

Prop 8 draws international interest
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — At
least 64,000 people from all 50
states and more than 20 foreign
countries have given money to
support or oppose a same-sex
marriage ban in California, reflecting broad interest in a race
viewed by some as second in
national importance only to
the presidential election.
Ten days before the vote
on Proposition 8, campaign finance records show that total
contributions for and against
the measure have surpassed $60
million, according to an analysis by The Associated Press.
That would be a record nationally for a ballot initiative
based on a social rather than
economic issue, campaign finance experts say. It also eclipses the combined total of $33
million spent in the 24 states
where similar measures have
been put to voters since 2004.

If approved by California
voters, Proposition 8 would
overturn a state Supreme Court
ruling that legalized same-sex
marriages by changing the state
constitution to limit marriage
to a man and a woman.
Campaign
committees
formed to respectively back
and battle the amendment
were close in fundraising as of
Oct. 25, AP’s analysis found.
Supporters have raised at least
$28.2 million, while opponents
have taken in $32.3 million,
closing a fundraising gap that
had them $8 million behind a
month ago.
The figures for each side are
actually higher because these
totals do not include most donations under $100 and contributions under $1,000 since
Oct. 18.
The measure is likely to attract more money than any race
other than the billion-dollar
presidential election.

SJSU second place in fundraising

women between the ages of 21
to 85 are diagnosed with breast
cancer each year.
“I never met my grandmother
because she died from breast
cancer at 36,” Schaffer said.
“If you think about it this
way,” Beall said, “one of the

eight girls here today could get
breast cancer.”
According to its Web site, the
American Cancer Society challenged Bay Area universities to
raise money and awareness for
the event. SJSU placed second
in the challenge with $6,987.52

SJSU students travel along the CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / Spartan Daily
Guadalupe River Trail and through Downtown San Jose in
a 5-kilometer walk against breast cancer on Saturday.

raised, 121 donations and 193
participants. Beall said fraternity Beta Theta Pi raised nearly
$2,000 this month.
Joining Beta Theta Pi were several other Greek groups, including
fraternity Sigma Pi and sororities
Alpha Phi and Delta Gamma.
“I think events like this are
a good way to reach out into
the distance between councils
and become united for a good
cause,” Lake said.
Schaffer encouraged her
friend, Kerry Kulstead, to participate in the walk.
“She got me to come,” said
Kulstead, an undeclared sophomore, “and I wish more people
would participate because I think
it’s important to get involved.”
Schaffer and Kulstead said it
was impressive for a fraternity to
sponsor a breast cancer event.
“I appreciate them showing their support for a women’s
cause,” Schaffer said.
Even though many participants did not personally know
anyone suffering from breast
cancer, some, such as senior mechanical engineering major Ryan
Gillespie, were inspired by others’ passion.
Volunteers for ACS from the
National Charity League, Kathy
Cronin and Denise Callinan, said
they were impressed by the presence of SJSU students at the event.
“It is very exciting to see
youth out there supporting a
cause,” Cronin said. “Seeing all of
you out here with your signs and
shirts is very encouraging.”

A dog also joined the walk against breast cancer with a pink
ribbon around his neck.

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / Spartan Daily

Sports

4

theSpartanDaily.com

FOOTBALL

27

2008

MONDAYOCTOBER

Spartan offense sputters in nationally televised game

SJSU junior Chad Taylor (left)
CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
and sophomore Martin Castro look on from the SJSU
student section during Friday night’s Spartan football game.
Late in the first quarter, junior
defensive end Justin Cole picked
off a pass by Moore and returned
it 62 yards for a score, marking
the Spartans’ fourth interception
for a touchdown in three weeks.
The Spartans had a chance to
take the lead, but senior kicker
Jared Strubeck missed the extra
point and the score remained
tied 6-6.
The Bronco offense, which
outgained the Spartan offense
236 yards to 81 yards in the first
half, scored the next two touchdowns on consecutive possessions. The Broncos scored on a
seven-play, 54-yard drive and a
six-play, 75-yard drive, each of
which were conducted in less
than three minutes.
“We were able to run the ball
and throw the ball pretty well,”
Moore said. “A lot of teams
have sort of gone into that onedimensional offense against
these guys.”

On the Broncos’ following
drive, it seemed inevitable that
they were going to score again,
but senior safety Kyle Flynn
forced a fumble on a 4-yard Bronco rush at the 1-yard line and the
ball was recovered by sophomore
linebacker Duke Ihenacho in the
end zone for a touchback.
The play saved the Spartans
six points, as the score remained
20-6 in favor of the Broncos.
Inside the final two minutes
of the half, the Spartans offense
finally moved the chains and recorded a first down for the first
time of the night.
“We finally got something
going,” junior quarterback Kyle
Reed said, adding that the offense
struggled to execute plays in the
early going. Reed completed just
16 of 29 passes for 105 yards on
the night.
On third-and-three with 28
seconds remaining on the clock
and no timeouts left, the Spartans

SJSU quarterback Kyle Reed (No. 7) looks for an opening against the Broncos’ defense in STEFAN ARMIJO / Contributing Photographer
Friday night’s game versus Boise State. Reed completed 16 passes for 105 yards in the 33-16 defeat.
lined up with five wide receivers
and Reed found senior David
Richmond open for a threeyard gain.
The play set up a 47-yard field
goal by Strubeck with just six
seconds remaining in the half.
Going into halftime, the Spartans were down 20-9, with 50
of their 81 yards coming on the
final drive of the half.
“Our offense made a drive.

Jared kicked a field goal,” Spartan head coach Dick Tomey said.
“We battled our way back into
the game.”
The Spartans wasted no time
getting their first downs in the
second half, and scored on a 60yard touchdown by freshman
Brandon Rutley on their second
drive of the second half.
The run was the longest by a
Spartan this season and put the

Spartans within four points of
tying the game.
“We gave up the one big run,”
Broncos head coach Chris Petersen said, “but other than that,
they didn’t really get much.”
Aside from Rutley’s big run,
the Spartans were held to just 49
yards on the ground.
The Broncos responded to
Rutley and put the game away by
tacking on 13 additional points

on two field goals by sophomore
kicker Kyle Brotzman and a 10yard rushing touchdown by senior Ian Johnson — his second
of the night.
“When push came to shove,
we could not stop them,” Tomey
said.

Online Exclusive
For additional football game photos,
go to www.TheSpartanDaily.com

Freshman’s 60-yard score one of few highlights for SJSU
JOEY AKELEY
Staff Writer

Freshman running back Brandon Rutley races past Boise
STEFAN ARMIJO / Contributing Photographer
State cornerback Bradyn Thompson during Friday’s game. Rutley’s 60-yard touchdown in the
third quarter brought the Spartans to within four points of the No. 12-ranked Broncos.

DID YOU KNOW?

Photo by CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily

The announced crowd of 26,258 at Friday’s SJSU-Boise State football
game was the seventh largest crowd to see a Spartan football game
in Spartan Stadium history, according to SJSU Athletics.

In a nationally televised game,
with first place in the Western
Athletic Conference on the line,
the Spartans needed someone to
step up.
Handoffs to running back
Yonus Davis weren’t working.
Quarterback Kyle Reed was
struggling.
With the game slipping away,
the Spartans turned to a freshman.
Freshman running back Brandon Rutley accounted for the
only offensive touchdown in
the Spartans’ 33-16 loss to Boise
State on Friday.
The Spartans were trailing
20-9 midway through the third
quarter.
It was third and one when
Reed handed the ball to Rutley.
Rutley pressed the hole and cut
to the left, scooting by Bronco
linebacker Kyle Gingg.
“The hole was wide open,”
Rutley said. “The play was originally designed to go to the right
but the way the line blocked it
opened up to the left and it was
just wide open; it was daylight
I saw.”
From there, Rutley hit a seam
and sprinted to the end zone for
a 60-yard score.
“When you are hitting a hole,
of course you expect to score,”
Rutley said. “When I go through

it, I’m going to just run my hardest, hope I get to the end zone.”
The play put the SJSU crowd
in a frenzy and cut Boise’s lead to
20-16.
“That was a tremendous run
for us and for our team and he really picked us up and carried the
team on his back with that run,”
Reed said.
Rutley finished the game with
72 return yards and two carries
for 60 yards and a touchdown.
“Of course I’m a running back,
so I always want to run the ball,”
Rutley said. “So, I felt that we
could have run the ball more.”
Overall, head coach Dick
Tomey was disappointed with
the offense.
“Their defense really handled
us,” Tomey said. “They handled
us to the extent that we couldn’t
run the ball consistently. We
had the one big run in short
yardage, in which we just hit a
seam. We had too many occasions where we had a chance to
make a first down and get things
going but we failed in short yardage several times.”
With Yonus Davis, the No. 4
leading rusher in SJSU history,

starting at running back for the
Spartans, it was not expected
that a freshman running back
would make big contributions
this season.
Instead, Rutley has made a
big impact this year for the Spartan offense. His 60-yard run is
the longest of the season for the
Spartans.
“He’s a talented young man,”
Reed said. “He’s very gifted for
his age and he has come in and
helped the team out a lot, for
such a young guy.”
Rutley has also shown promise returning kicks this year.
With the Spartans down 2616 in the fourth quarter, Rutley
could have scored on a kickoff
return but was stopped by a
shoestring tackle by a Bronco
defender.
“A lot of returns are close,”
Rutley said. “I think about it all
the time. Maybe if I would have
put my hand down or if I would
have tried a little bit harder and
could have stayed up.”
For the season, Rutley has
300 yards rushing and three
touchdowns and leads the team
with 521 kick-off return yards.
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SPARTANS SPLIT:
CORINNE SPECKERT
Staff Writer

With two minutes and eight
seconds left on the clock during
overtime, Brigham Young University scored to defeat the Spartans’ Hockey Team 9-8 at Sharks
Ice in San Jose on Saturday.
“We stuck with them, but in
the end they got that goal in overtime and that just put us away,”
said freshman Jeff Sanders.
Saturday’s loss appeared to be
a letdown for the Spartans after
beating BYU 6-2 on Friday.
“I think tonight we were
pretty confident after last night’s
win, and coming into tonight’s
game, we had a lot of hype and
maybe we let it get to us a little
bit too much,” Sanders said. “But
I think after this loss we’re going
to come together as a team and
practice and build off it.”
Within the first and second
periods of the game the Spartans
were ahead 4-3, then 7-5 and

SJSU hockey team goes
1-1 vs. BYU over weekend

lowed by Rhodes scoring during
an even-strength play.
In the second period Skyler
Yu, assisted by Jeff Sawhill and
Sean Scarbrough, scored during
a power play.
Dickerson, assisted by Jeff
Sanders and Vaughan, scored
during a power play.
Dickerson, assisted by Mike
Bodulow and Richie Norris,
scored during an even-strength
play. Sanders, assisted by Scarbrough and Dickerson, scored
during an even-strength play in
the third period.
SJSU head coach Ron Glasow
said that although the Spartans
have talent, they continue making mental mistakes and playing
as individuals rather than a unified team.
“We’re basically not really a
team right now,” he said. “We’ve
got a lot of individuals playing
that are good hockey players, but
we don’t play as a team very well.

“They’re going to work. They have a price to
pay here and we’ll pay it.”
RON GLASOW

SJSU men’s club hockey coach

tied the game in the third period
at 8-8, but fell short in overtime
when BYU scored the final point
of the night.
Lathan Logan, assisted by
Mickey Rhodes, scored during
an even-strength play for the
Spartans at the beginning of the
first period.
Robbie Vaughan, assisted by
Rhodes and Andy Dickerson,
scored during a power play.
Steven Stichler, assisted by
Scott Mattern and Max DeLance,
scored during a power play, fol-

We played really well last night,
and then we just became not as
focused.
“They think that they can beat
anybody, and they just don’t stick
to the game plan and start making mental mistakes by trying to
do things too individually. That’s
been costing us.”
Dickerson, a graduate student
and Spartan center, said with the
addition of 12 players this season, it’s hard for the team to work
together when they’re still trying
to get used to each other.

CORINNE SPECKERT/ Spartan Daily
Junior SJSU club hockey player Mickey Rhodes (right) skates against Brigham Young University
on Saturday night at Sharks Ice in San Jose. The Spartans lost to the Cougars 9-8 in overtime in Saturday’s game.

“For the third year in a row,
we have 12 new bodies, so we’ve
had a lot of change and it’s been
hard for guys to mesh, but we really thought we were coming together after last night’s game and
this was definitely a step backwards for us,” he said.
Dickerson said the team
struggled from a lack of effort

Women’s soccer edged by Utah State
JASON LE MIERE
Staff Writer

Despite putting in what head
coach Jeff Leightman called its
best performance of the season,
the SJSU women’s soccer team
succumbed to newly crowned
Western Athletic Conference
regular season champion Utah
State in a 3-2 defeat on Sunday.
The Spartans (4-9-4, 1-3-1
WAC) took the lead in their final home game of the season at
Spartan Stadium through junior
forward Roxy Kamal’s goal in the
23rd minute.
The Aggies (11-7-1, 6-0-0
WAC) came back to lead 2-1
with goals in the 40th and 44th
minutes before SJSU freshman
defender Jessica Ingram tied
things up at 2-2 less than a minute later.
The Spartans were not able to
hold Utah State off, though, and
the Aggies scored the match’s decisive goal in the 57th minute.
“I thought we played probably our best soccer today, top to
bottom,” Leightman said. “I was
really proud of our team today,
despite the result.”
Kamal seemed to be on a personal mission to score in the first
half.
After shooting wide from a
neatly worked short corner, she
struck the crossbar with a curled
free kick from 25 yards out.
“Today was one of those days
we needed to win,” Kamal said.
“Somebody had to step up, so
I was hoping to lead by example
today.”
Fittingly it was Kamal who got
the match’s opening goal. After
taking a short layoff from fellow
forward junior Emmy Belding,
Kamal placed the ball with her
right instep past the goalkeeper’s
dive and into the right side of
the net.
The goal was Kamal’s second
of the season, while it was Belding’s first assist.
“(Freshman forward Stepha-

nie Righetti) gave us such a good
ball in the beginning, I flicked it,
Emmy trapped it, I hit it, it was
all one touch, really fast, really
nice,” Kamal said.
It looked as if the Spartans
would take that lead into halftime, and despite the territorial
advantage held by the Aggies,
SJSU’s defense held firm.
That all changed, however,
in the frantic last five-and-a-half
minutes of the half.
First, in the 40th minute, an
Aggie free kick from the left, taken by Lindsey Smart, was headed
into the net by Chandra Salmon,
with Spartan sophomore goalkeeper Nina Butera unmoved as
the ball crept in off the left post.
With the Spartans struggling
to make it into halftime tied, the
Aggies struck again to take the
lead in the 44th minute. As with
the Aggies’ opening goal, an aerial ball did the damage.
On this occasion, Aggie Candice Clark passed in from the
right to an uncovered Heather
Pond at the far post who headed
the ball back past a forlorn Butera
and into the net.
This was not the end of the
first-half scoring, though. In the
last minute of the period, Jessica
Ingram snuck in a shot at the back
from sophomore midfielder/forward Lauren Ng-Pinkerton’s corner kick from the right.
“Lauren did a corner kick and
I ran and it went over the keeper
and I just hit it in with my knee,”
Ingram said.
The goal was Ingram’s first of
the season, while Ng-Pinkerton
claimed her first assist.
The Spartans were not on level terms for long.
The Aggies went back in front
through yet another headed goal
11 minutes into the second half.
Smart was the provider once
more, this time passing in from
the right for Candice Clark to
meet the ball with a looping
header over Butera and into the

top left corner of the goal.
“That’s what they do,” Leightman said. “They’re very dangerous at getting balls in and getting
on the end of them with their
heads. That’s the way they attack.
That’s the way they score goals.
They’re very, very good and very
dangerous.”
Disappointingly for the Spartans, they were unable to tie the
game up once more and could
only manage three shots in the
second half.
“We were creating a lot of
great chances and just not getting
the shot off,” Leightman said.
Despite the defeat, Leightman took several positives away
from the game.
“I thought we combined well,”
Leightman said. “I thought our
attack was really unpredictable
today. Things that we hadn’t been
doing as much of, we really found
a rhythm today and did well. Had
we played like this in some of our
other games, we wouldn’t be in
the position we’re in.”
That position is a precarious
one. With two games left in the
WAC, SJSU has a record of 1-3-1
and four points. Three points are
given for a win and one for a tie.
That leaves SJSU in sixth
place in the conference with only
the top six of eight schools going
through to the WAC tournament
next month.
The Spartans play their final two games on the road, first
against Idaho on Friday and then
against Boise State on Sunday.
“We need to probably beat
Idaho and I think that would
probably do it,” Leightman said.
Forward Roxy Kamal remained confident that the team
would make it.
“We’re going to go to Idaho
and take it to Idaho,” she said.
Leightman was slightly more
cautious.
“You’re always confident, you
always believe, but soccer’s a crazy game,” he said.

and from excessive penalties.
“We had some goals that we
probably shouldn’t have given
up, a lot of defensive zone breakdowns,” Dickerson said. “It was
a team loss, a team lack of effort
and it was just night and day
from last night to tonight. When
we get overconfident, guys start
trying to do everything them-

selves and they stop using their
teammates and that’s when we
get in trouble.
“The problem with this team
now is that we keep making the
same mistakes over and over
again. We don’t learn from our
mistakes.”
In attempts to get back on
track for next week’s games

against Santa Clara and Stanford,
Glasow said he plans on picking
up the Spartans’ training pace.
“It’s not that we don’t have
talent. It’s not that we can’t be
good,” Glasow said. “We have
good games, and then we do
this. They’re going to work. We
have a price to pay here and we’ll
pay it.”

In ﬁnal days
of campaign,
Obama leads
in key states
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WASHINGTON — Republican John McCain declared,
“I’m going to win it,” dismissing
polls showing him behind with
little more than a week to go in
the presidential race. A confident
Democrat Barack Obama drew a
jaw-dropping 100,000 people to
a single rally and rolled out a new
TV ad asserting his rival is “running out of time.”
Heading into the final nine
days of the 2008 contest, the
White House competitors campaigned in key battlegrounds that
President Bush won four years ago
as the state-by-state Electoral College map tilts strongly in Obama’s
favor. Democrats and Republicans
alike say it will be extraordinarily
difficult for McCain to change the
trajectory of the campaign before
the Nov. 4 election.
“Unfortunately, I think John
McCain might be added to that
long list of Arizonans who ran
for president but were never
elected,” McCain’s fellow senator
from Arizona, Republican Jon
Kyl, told the Arizona Daily Star
editorial board in an interview
published Sunday.
The candidates sparred from
a distance, each criticizing the
other anew in hopes of swaying
the roughly one-fourth of voters
who are undecided or could still
change their minds. The campaign trail images and rhetoric
said perhaps more about the state
of the race than any poll could.
In Colorado, Obama reveled
in his largest U.S. crowd to date,
with local police estimating

Matt Graese aka Van Houston, and Philip Espinoza aka DJ Q go on air in the KSJS studio on Thursday morning.

that “well over” 100,000 people
packed Denver’s Civic Center
Park and stretched even to the
distant steps of the state Capitol. The enthusiastic sea of people prompted a “goodness gracious” from Obama as he took
the stage. Another enormous
swarm — an estimated 45,000
to 50,000 — greeted him in Fort
Collins later on the perhaps
aptly named Colorado State
University lawn; it’s known as
“The Oval.”

At each rambunctious stop,
Obama portrayed McCain as
more of the same, saying, “For
eight years, we’ve seen the BushMcCain philosophy put our
country on the wrong track, and
we cannot have another four years
that look just like the last eight.”
In Cedar Falls, Iowa, McCain campaigned before a much
smaller audience, roughly 2,000
people, and chided his Democratic rival: “He’s measuring the
drapes. ... I prefer to let voters

have their say. What America
needs now is someone who will
finish the race before starting the
victory lap.”
Later, amid 5,000 people
in Zanesville, Ohio, McCain
warned of the perils of one-party
rule, targeting House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid as vigorously as Obama.
“You can imagine Obama,
Reid and Pelosi,” McCain said.
“Tax and spend, tax and spend.”

As the day began, McCain
cast Obama as too liberal for a
right-of-center country, saying
on NBC’s “Meet the Press”: “He
started out in the left-hand lane
of American politics and has remained there.”
With the race drawing to a
close, Obama is working to solidify his lead in national and key
state surveys, while McCain is
looking for a comeback. The political environment has become
increasingly favorable for Demo-

Classiﬁeds
HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC
CLUB seeking professional, selfmotivated and energetic individuals who demonstrate excellence in
customer service for the following
positions: member services desk,
cafe service, personal trainer, swim
teacher, child care provider, tennis
instructor. Please forward your resume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us.

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover
Shoppers needed to judge retail
and dining establishments. EXP.
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/
T positions available. Substitute
positions are also available that
offer ﬂexible hours. ECE units are
required for teacher positions but
not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity for
Child Development majors. Please
call Shawna for an interview at 2476972 or fax resume to 248-7350.
STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus throughout
the semester, or CALL 866-1100
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the afternoon (2:306pm M-F). No ECE units required.
Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968
EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791

VOLUNTEERS
YWCA-SV Volunteer For Project
Inspire After School Program.
-Be a tutor or a mentor! Make
a difference at James Lick, Yerba Buena, Overfelt, or Andrew Hill
High School. Interested candidates
please contact: Carolina Avalos,
Volunteer Coordinator, at (408)
510-4281 or cavalos@ywca-sv.org

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when
making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending
money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1

2

3

4

RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

STEFAN ARMIJO / Contributing Photographer

crats and challenging for Republicans as the global economic crisis dominates the campaign.
In coming days, both candidates will focus primarily on Bushwon, vote-rich battlegrounds like
Ohio and Florida, which decided
the last two presidential elections
and could do so again.
The Illinois senator was
spending the next four days in
GOP-held Ohio, Virginia, North
Carolina and Florida, with a
quick stop in Pennsylvania.

7

theSpartanDaily.com

27

2008

MONDAYOCTOBER

The things we forgive when we expect the crazy
ANGELO
LANHAM

YES, I HAVE
A POINT
This country has seen many fun and
interesting attempts to persuade the
American people for votes.
For instance, you ought to know
about the anti-Ralph Nader campaign,
which existed in the previous couple of
elections.
For all I know, some remnant of
this odd campaign may still be limping
along, at least somewhere in cyberspace,
but I haven’t heard about it much since
the last electoral go-around in 2004.
As I read about it on that 2004 morning, I giggled to myself that such a campaign could exist — one that seemed to
believe that an actual effort was necessary
to make sure one of our most beloved national political jokes, who tended to be
on the ballot in no more than 35 states,
did not make it to the White House.
Of course, even the furrow-browed,
anti-Ralph folks didn’t expect to ever

end up listening to whatever Nader’s demented acceptance speech would be.
No, the real concern laid in the prospect that good, old Ralphie was stealing
votes from one or the other lovely party
that has been running our red, white and
blue nation since longer ago than any of
us cares to read about.
This, I said to myself as I clutched
the article in my naïve little hands, was
surely the closest our nation could come
to unity anymore — a universal hatred
for Ralph Nader.
In any event, we ended up with Daffy Duck waddling around the White
House for another four years, so the
campaign was really, painfully useless to
the donkey and possibly worthwhile for
the elephant.
So that’s one way to affect which
votes go where.
Imagine this: Instead of an official
campaign, a 2004-era, attention-seeking
Bush-ite, sure that Nader will thieve
votes that rightfully belong to the good
old boy, claims that a rabble of pro-Nader toughs strong-armed him/her/it in
a parking lot, stole $60 and then, noticing the victim’s “Bush 4-ever” beer hat,

pinned him/her/it to the ground and
carved a vicious, backwards “R” on his/
her/its cheek.
Pretty silly, right?
Yes, folks, I’ve tricked you into
reading yet another opinion about Ashley Todd, the self-mutilating, McCainloving loon.

This, I said to myself
as I clutched the article in
my naïve little hands, was
surely the closest our
nation could come to unity
anymore — a universal
hatred for Ralph Nader.
Somehow, though, my wild, fictional
Nader/Bush scenario is not as weird as
the reality of the Obama/McCain scenario. You expect nutty things to surround Nader.
The story of loony little lass Todd,
who inexplicably invented a story about
being robbed by a black, Obama-sup-

Blind partisanship: an ugly voting truth
JOEY
AKELEY

I recently looked up the definition of partisanship in Merriam-Webster.
The first definition was “a firm adherent to a party, faction, cause or person.”
The second definition of partisanship was “a
member of a body of detached light troops making forays and harassing an enemy.”
The first definition describes what political
parties in our country should be.
The second definition describes what they
have become.
Just watch a John McCain or Sarah Palin rally
to see what partisanship has become today. When
they bring up Barack Obama’s name, listen to members of the crowd yell “Terrorist” or “Kill him.”
I realize that it is impossible to control what
some crazy, drunk people say. But what’s most
disturbing is that McCain and Palin often don’t
try to control their crazy crowds.
As the crowd cheers after such hateful claims,
McCain often keeps his speech going like nothing happened. A new slogan for Republicans
could be, “If you can’t beat him, kill him.”
It’s not like the Republicans are the only ones
to blame. For example, two men in Portland,
Ore. were arrested for throwing Molotov cocktails, makeshift explosive devices, at a McCain
billboard on Oct. 11, according The Bee, a newspaper in Phillips, Wis.
I don’t know why anyone wants to be affiliated with Democrats or Republicans at this point.
Each party has been equally deceitful and unproductive. The lack of cooperation in Congress
certainly isn’t helping things.
And partisanship has led to a cancer that has
been spreading in the last decade. And that cancer is biased reporting.
Anyone who has recently watched Fox News

knows that Fox’s primary goal is to bash Democrats and make Republicans look like gods.
Meanwhile, news outlets such as MSNBC and
CNN clearly favor Democrats. MSNBC, CNN
and Fox are three of the most popular news providers in America, and just about every political
analysis on these stations is biased.
According to the blog thinkprogress.org, Fox
News host Brian Kilmeade mistook Obama for
Osama bin Laden twice in five seconds when he
said, “Is bin Laden — excuse me, uh, is Osama
— uh, is Barack Obama right when he says the
central location of the war on terror is in Afghanistan?”
This is just one example of Fox News purposely tying Obama to Osama bin Laden.
Then there’s MSNBC, which has repeatedly
mentioned McCain’s old age and has said that McCain has a one-in-four chance of dying in his second term. I know McCain is 72 years old, but trying
to predict someone’s death is pure speculation.
I guess people will do anything to make the
opposing candidate look bad.
The biggest reason for the bias of CNN,
MSNBC and Fox is that their owners have chosen a political side.
Which brings me to the question, how are
voters supposed to make an informed decision
in elections when all the information they receive is biased?
The only solution I can think of is simply ignoring all news from biased news outlets. And
as far as partisanship in Congress, all we can do
is hope that our new president will forget about
his own party and focus on doing what is best for
the country.
Unfortunately, this scenario is highly unlikely,
but miracles do happen.
So, I encourage students to think about the
party that they stand for. Do you really want to be
affiliated with the political garbage of Democrats
and the Republicans? I certainly don’t, and that is
why I am voting as a nonpartisan in this election.
Joey Akeley is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

porting man who carved a backwards
“B” on her cheek from being enraged
by Miss Todd’s McCain bumper sticker,
has everyone on the Internet buzzing
their little buzz.
For a minute or two, some hardrighters actually believed the story of the
insane, backwards-writing Obama-lover
and Todd’s scarlet “B,” which, judging
by the severity of the picture that’s emblazoned all over all types of media, was
carved with one of those sword-shaped
toothpicks.
Some seemed to accept this as an
anti-Obama point.
After the minute was up, though,
Pittsburgh authorities were phoning
Todd into the local nuthouse, and the
tables had been turned, with the lefties saying, “Oh yeah, well look at your
nutty followers, assholes,” and sources
normally lacking in lucidity, such as Fox
News, were making shocking amounts
of sense, expressing that if the robbery
turned out to be a hoax, that the McCain campaign would be over.
But really, are we going to put all of our
eggs into the same basket that holds some
20-year-old, self-mutilating nut job?

JON
XAVIER

In a little over a week, the nation will vote. Ballots in hand,
eyes toward the future, U.S. citizens will enter tiny booths in fire
stations and middle school gyms
across the country and choose
the fate of one of the most powerful nations in the world for the
next four years. No matter what
they decide, the results will be
historic: We’ll either have our
first black president, or our first
walking-corpse president.
Whomever the voters choose
will have to act decisively, make
sweeping reforms, manage a war
and save a beleaguered economy.
It just might be one of the most
pivotal periods in the history of
American politics.
But that’s not what I’m looking forward to.
No, what I’m most excited
about this Nov. 4, is an end to, or
at least a temporary banishment
of, the words “I approve this message” from my television screen.
Political ads have always been
lame, generally consisting of one
talking head presenting blandishments and veiled threats of
catastrophe should his or her opponent be elected, while reassuring, patriotic things are shown
in the background (things such
as American flags, eagles and
nonthreatening, racially homo-
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“Yes, I Have a Point” appears every
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Daily student culture editor.

Political ads prey on our fears
geneous children playing soccer
while their middle-class, white
parents look on).
But this political season, the ads
seem to have ventured even further
into the realm of inanity. The effect
is particularly pronounced at the
state level, where the candidates
take a back seat to the various ballot measures duking it out for the
support of Joe Taxpayer.
Take, for example, Proposition
4, which would require minors to
notify their parents and wait 48
hours before having an abortion.
One recent ad by the No camp
begins by showing the smiling faces of a group of friendly
family doctors. “You want your
daughter to have the best medical care ... they understand,” the
voiceover says, as the camera
slowly pans out and soft classical
music plays.
“But if Prop. 4 passes, some
girls won’t go to them,” it continues, as the camera pans out all the
way and we see that the friendly
family doctors are just pictures
on a poster in a dingy, dimly lit
doctor’s office where a young girl
waits for what we can only assume is a clandestine abortion.
“Prop. 4 puts these girls in
real danger,” the disembodied
voice concludes, as a shifty looking doctor enters the room and
puts on his lab coat. (The viewers know he’s shifty because he
looks like he hasn’t shaved in a
couple of days.)
Of course, the advertisement
won’t come out and say it, but
the emotional undertone is clear:
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What if nut jobs always affected votes?
Suppose some psycho named Phil
in a garage in Indiana fashioned a robot
to buzz around and ask people whether
they were voting for Nader as part of an
“informal poll.”
And let’s say the robot dispenses a bit
of chocolate to those who answer “yes”
and a chunk of TNT for those who
answer “no.”
Would anyone have implications
involving said incident beyond the
thought of “wow, old Phil really got hit
by the lunatic stick?”
I think not. While Nader’s an odd
duck, it would be tough to pin the Indiana
killer robot incident on his campaign.
And while I’m not exactly a McCain
supporter, let’s keep our politics out of
the realm of disturbed 20-year-olds who
self-mutilate with toothpick swords.
Sidenote: She should have carved
“O” for Obama. At least that one’s tough
to get backwards.
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Vote no on Prop. 4 or your daughter will have a back alley abortion.
Before we examine the ridiculousness of this claim, let’s look
at another example.
A recent advertisement for
Proposition 8, the constitutional
ban on gay marriage, wants viewers to think of the children (as
so many political ads do). It features a cute, little girl who runs
up to her mother and exclaims,
“Mommy, Mommy! Guess
what I learned in school today!
I learned that a prince married
a prince and I can marry a princess!” The mother looks shocked
and horrified, while a man identified as a professor of law walks
in from out of frame. “Think it
can’t happen? It’s already happened,” he says.
Even if they come from different political perspectives,
these two ads share a common
methodology: They are sensationalized, gut-level appeals to
fear. The Prop. 4 ad suggests a
yes vote will send the state back
into some pulp movie version of
the 1950s, where unscrupulous
doctors in questionable clinics
are the only choice for innocent,
young girls who can’t keep their
babies. Vote for Prop. 8, says the
Yes on 8 ad, or public schools
will turn your children gay.
Neither ad asks the viewer to
consider the logic behind these
actions. Neither claims that the
proposition is the best answer to
the problem, or even acknowledges that other answers might
exist. The Prop. 8 ad, for example, doesn’t suggest that maybe
there are other ways of ensuring
schools don’t teach second graders about gay marriage besides
denying that right to thousands
of Californians.
Perhaps I’m an idealist, but
I’d like to think we’re better than
this. I’d like to think that we’re
capable of reaching rational decisions about the issues without
being goaded one way or another
with the giant pointy stick of Fear.
I’d like to think that, come Nov.
4, Americans will vote with their
heads, not their fight-or-flight
mechanisms.
Jon Xavier is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“This is going to be a very
close race, and I believe
I’m going to win it.”
JOHN McCAIN
The Republican presidential
candidate told NBC’s “Meet
the Press” on Sunday.
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PLAY REVIEW: ‘PUSS IN BOOTS’

“I knew there would be a lot of
theater students and alumni,
and I wanted to give them
the R-rated version.”
CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ
junior theatre arts major

Photos by CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / Spartan Daily

LEFT: The cast members of “Puss in Boots,”
an audience participation play, come
together to thank attendees for coming
out on the opening night on Friday at
the Hal Todd Theatre.
RIGHT: Lady Brightly, played by Stephanie
Marsh-Ballard, asks the audience to help
Puss, played by Christina Rodriguez, hide
from Horace and Boris.
ALLIE FIGURES
Staff Writer

As the lights were dimmed in
Hal Todd Theatre Friday night,
the excitement in the children
was infectious, awakening the
audience’s inner-child the opening night of the children’s theater
production of “Puss in Boots.”
The Magic Carpet Theatre,
the latest endeavor of the SJSU
television, radio, film and theatre
department in conjunction with
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, aims to bring the fairy tale
to life and instill an appreciation
for theater in children and their
families, said cast member Kimberly Burns, a junior theatre arts
major and early childhood education minor.
Captured in a trance by lively
music, colorful costumes and exaggerated theatrics, 18 children
sat around the stage on “magic

carpets” as their parents, SJSU
students, faculty, alumni and
community members also got
caught up in the experience.
During the sold-out show,
the delighted faces of 4-yearold twins Dylan and Jake were
enough to justify the efforts of
the cast and crew.
“I wasn’t expecting them
to make it through the entire show,” said the boys’
mother, Rita Dallas. “They
were so interested. They have
never even made it through a
whole movie.”
The interactive play opened
with two musical numbers that
set the energy for the rest of the
performance.
During the song “Circle of
Friends,” the actors grabbed
members of the audience to participate in the song and dance.
They gathered in a circle on

stage and clapped their hands in
a pure moment of celebration.
“It is important we connect
with the audience and have
fun,” said Christina Rodriguez,
a junior theatre arts major who
played lead character Puss.
The chemistry of the cast was
evident during every moment of
the play.
“We just live the phrase, ‘Unify us, don’t divide us,’ as a group,”
said Justin Llamas, a freshman
animation and illustration and
theatre arts major who played
one of the conniving brothers.
The cast successfully told the
story of Puss, a clever cat able to
walk and talk thanks to a pair of
magical boots.
Puss helps her master, Marcus Simple, escape his greedy
brothers and defeat a menacing ogre, all while Marcus wins
the affections of the beautiful

yet clumsy princess. Although
typical, the plot does not fail in
winning over the audience with
a combination of adult humor
and childlike imagination.
On stage, Rodriguez exaggerated the swish of the tail on her
feline costume in an attempt to
indulge the adult audience.
“I knew there would be a lot of
theater students and alumni, and
I wanted to give them the R-rated
version,” Rodriguez said.
The audience responded to
the antics of Rodriguez and the
cast members with several bouts
of laughter.
The energy of the cast was projected onto the audience to help
tell the story, which involved full
audience participation. This interactive aspect is what director
Buddy Butler said will encourage
parents and children to come to
the theater.

“People will leave here talking about this,” Butler said, “and
hopefully it will bring in more and
more children.”
Nicole Squires, a junior theatre
arts major, said she is thankful her
friends and classmates came to
show their support on the opening night.
“They had no clue what to expect, yet they came and supported
us,” Squires said, “and it would be
great to have other students come
and get involved too.”
The funding for the Magic
Carpet Theatre was led by actor
and SJSU alumnus Omar Benson
Miller through the Intel Corporation. Butler gave special thanks
for the gift of $5,000 given to the
SJSU television, radio, film and
theatre department.
“It takes a village to raise a
child,” Butler said, “and the same
goes for a theater.”

After the show, Miller, who
has been in the films “8 Mile”
and “Miracle at St. Anna,”
posed for pictures and signed
autographs for cast members
and fans.
“Omar has made it possible
for others to share in the possibility of their dreams,” said Butler, a professor of theatre arts.
Although designed for children, the Magic Carpet Theatre’s production of “Puss in
Boots” will entertain an older
crowd too.
“Even though we are grown
up, there is a little kid in all of
us,” said Andrew Booth, a junior
sociology major. “Everyone
wants to get lost in the magic
and be a part of a fairy tale.”
*The show will continue every
weekend until Nov. 9, matinees
beginning at 2 p.m.

